
 
 
 
TO:        Michael Finney, Chair, Michigan Economic Growth Authority 
 
FROM:  Declare Detroit 
 
RE:        Detroit Renewable Power request for $4.1M Detroit Brownfield tax credits,  

scheduled for Dec.13 MEGA Board meeting 
 
DATE:  December 12, 2011 
  
 
Dear Mr. Finney: 
  
As proud residents of Detroit who desire to see public dollars work in support of creating a healthy, 
vibrant, attractive city, region and state, we urge you, as Chair of the MEGA board, to deny the 
request of Detroit Renewable Power’s (DRP) $4.1M in Brownfield tax credits.  
  
We advocate for the wise use of public dollars – namely, that Brownfield tax credits be used, as they have 
in the past, to encourage the redevelopment of distressed properties for urban revitalization. Brownfield 
and other tax credits have played significant roles in the redevelopment of major distressed properties in 
Detroit, including the Westin Book Cadillac, the Fort Shelby Double Tree Hotel, the A. Alfred Taubman 
Center for Design Education (a/k/a the Argonaut Building), and Compuware, as well as smaller buildings, 
such as the Odd Fellows Hall, that have become community anchors for many neighborhoods in the city 
of Detroit. We enthusiastically support these kinds of brownfield projects, as they enhance quality of life 
for Detroiters, make Detroit more attractive to outside investment and, most importantly, help to create a 
sense of place that retains and attracts top talent. 
  
Granting public subsidies to Detroit Renewable Power does very little to advance these positive 
outcomes. The waste incinerator has received three notices of violation for odor since mid-September, 
and this is occurring in Detroit’s growing Midtown area, where local community organizations, anchor 
institutions and philanthropies are collaborating to attract new residents to the state from all over the 
nation. Subsidizing the incinerator continues supporting a disposal system that is detrimental to health 
and the environment. Any public subsidies for waste disposal would be better spent supporting city-wide 
curbside recycling programs that would enhance the quality of life for existing Detroit residents and attract 
top talent from other regions. Finally, it takes $4.1M in limited Brownfield funding, applies it towards a 
project that will create few jobs, and perverts important financial tools intended for bona-fide remediation 
projects that strengthen our neighborhood corridors and downtowns.  
  
In short, approving brownfield tax credits for DRP works against a sustainable vision for Detroit 
and Michigan, and we ask you to deny the request. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Declare Detroit 
http://DetroitDeclaration.com 
http://www.Facebook.com/DeclareDetroit 
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