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Why I believe the principles of the Declaration? 

I signed the Declaration through Facebook weeks ago and was truly excited to see a group advance ideas 

that are not only unifying and positive, but thought provoking as well. If I had to sum up the 12 

principles in a few sentences, it would describe what I believe is necessary for Detroit to thrive. My 

summation is as follows: 

We must create a Detroit that is open, creative, healthy and diverse in demographic as well as its 

industry and business. For Detroit to thrive, WE must continue to break down walls between Detroit and 

the suburbs and find greater ways to connect these communities including easy ways to physically move 

around the region without having to drive.  Detroit must be a city that has an urban core that is walk 

able and open that can serve as the “hub” of a wheel of this region that is made from green 

technologies.   

There are lots of theories, including those proposed by Richard Florida and the concept of the “creative 

class” that prove that creativity in arts and industry are key factors in city rebirth. The use of creativity 

and the arts community is allowing Midtown and other areas of the city to retain and/or increase their 

populations and diversity. Techtown at Wayne State University has fostered the birth of dozens of new 

entrepreneurial ventures. Proof is that the power of creativity can be seen along Cass Avenue at 3:00 

p.m.  almost any weekday. A few short years ago, it would have been unlikely to see anyone, other than 

students at Wayne State, walk from Cass and Willis (Midtown) to Burroughs and Cass (Techtown). 

Today, it is not uncommon to see everyday citizens walking that distance individually and in groups.  The 

companies that are getting financing at Techtown are new technology companies that support future 

economies and growth. Finally, on any evening after 8:00 p.m. you can take that same walk stop into a 

reopened bar and live music venue (Alvin’s) and be surrounded by city and suburban residents alike. 

This scenario proves that the principles of the Declaration work and are a legitimate way to lead rebirth 

efforts. 

How will I be able to advance the declaration principles in Lansing? 

In Lansing, if elected, I would advance the declaration’s principles in three key ways (at a minimum): 

1. I will work with people across the aisle and with those with whom I can find one common issue 

and/or concern. I will also build coalitions around issues that will foster a greater sense of 

common ground with Representatives from around the state. Often our representatives from 
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Detroit do not go to Lansing with a spirit of openness. The lack of coalition building often helps 

foster the “us versus them “mentality that can often be detrimental to the City. 

 

2. Jobs are critical for Detroit’s survival.  The jobs we create must be new economy jobs. I will 

continue to support the efforts of our current governor and legislature to ensure that incentives 

are available to companies that can help diversify our economy and those that are based on 

industries that will sustain jobs into the future.  

 

3.  Revenue sharing predominately funds public safety efforts. We know that the population shift 

that has happened since the last census will cause us to loose additional revenue sharing dollars. 

Though the legislature has little control over the dollars we get that are based on census 

numbers, there is a statutory side of revenue sharing that a State Representative can impact. I 

will help create a coalition of representatives that are similarly situated to ensure we stop any 

efforts that diverts revenue sharing from Detroit and other urban centers around the state. 


