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1. What will be your top priorities if elected into office? 
I believe that we need a real urban agenda at the state level that supports the redevelopment of 
Detroit and other cities in Michigan.  Our cities, especially the City of Detroit, are critical 
components for revitalizing Michigan, retaining our population, and attracting new talent to our 
State.  I support the principles for building a prosperous Detroit as stated by the Detroit 
Declaration, including being welcoming and embracing our diversity; preserving our 
authenticity; cultivating creativity; diversifying our local economies; promoting sustainability; 
enhancing the quality of place; demanding transportation alternatives such as light rail, a 
coherent regional bus system, bike lanes, greenways, and walkable communities; prioritizing 
education both K-12 and beyond so that we are building a talented and highly skilled workforce 
aligned with today’s job opportunities; partnering with universities and research institutions to 
bring ideas in classroom out into the world and attract new talent to our State; enhancing the 
value of city living by ensuring that basic service needs such as police, fire, and blight elimination 
are met; making government more accountable and transparent through initiatives such as 
Detroiters for City Council by Districts; and committing to be a true partner in the region.   
 
I believe there are a number of ways that the State can play a supporting role in advancing this 
urban agenda for Detroit and other Michigan cities: 
 
- Stabilizing neighborhoods and communities that have been hard hit by foreclosure, 
abandonment, and vacancy by ensuring that federal stimulus and Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program funds are being used in areas where help is needed most; 
 
- Reinvesting in Michigan’s Affordable Housing and Community Development Fund to ensure 
that clean, safe, and affordable housing is available to citizens, especially those living in urban 
communities; 
 
- Continuing to provide development incentives such as brownfield and historic preservation tax 
credits to promote the redevelopment of obsolete and polluted properties, as well as 
historically significant buildings, and put them back into productive use; 
 
- Encouraging regional planning, both for mass transportation and the provision of other city 
services; 
 
- Investing more money in education, both K-12 and beyond, to build and attract a talented 
workforce in Michigan; 
 
- Restoring full revenue sharing payments to cities so that they can provide basic city services; 
and 



- Investing in our arts and cultural institutions, and passing legislation to create arts and cultural 
districts to help incentivize new housing and retail development in cultural centers. 
 
In addition to an urban agenda, I will be a champion for consumer protection issues.  As Co-
Director of the Michigan Foreclosure Task Force, I have seen firsthand the devastating 
consequences that risky and predatory lending practices have had on families and 
neighborhoods, particularly in urban areas and communities of color.  The passage of anti-
predatory lending legislation, along with strengthening other consumer protection laws such as 
Michigan’s 90-day pre-foreclosure negotiation law and addressing the high rate of insurance, 
will be one of my top priorities if elected.    
 

2. Do you support the policies and 12 principles of the Detroit Declaration, and have you signed 
the Detroit Declaration? 
Yes, I support the policies and principles of the Declaration, and I signed the Declaration early 
this year.  
 

3. Which of the principles of the Declaration do you most identify with and why? 
While I am committed to advancing all 12 principles of the Declaration, I particularly identify 
with the following three principles: 
 
Preserve our authenticity.  As a Board Member and Secretary for the Michigan Historic 
Preservation Network, I understand the importance and value of preserving and properly 
maintaining our historic resources.  This is especially critical in Detroit, where architecture and 
urban design make up a vital part of our urban fabric. 
 
Enhance quality of place.  Great communities offer a variety of transit options, which in addition 
to roadways, includes bikepaths, greenways, and pedestrian-friendly streetscapes.  I support the 
Complete Streets legislative package that recently was passed out of the Michigan House of 
Representatives, which would require communities to include pedestrian and bicycle routes 
whenever road construction takes place.   
 
Enhance the value of City living.  In order to stabilize and strengthen our neighborhoods in 
Detroit, we must ensure that citizens are receiving the level of City services that they are paying 
for.  As I’ve walked the streets of the 1st District and knocked on the doors of nearly 7,500 voters 
I have seen firsthand the devastating consequences that vacant and abandoned homes, uncut 
grass, broken streetlights, and illegal dumping have on communities.  We must have both 
adequate funding to address these critical quality of life issues, as well as ensure that the City is 
held accountable for providing these services.   
 

4. Are you committed to advocating for the 12 principles of the Declaration when in office? 
Yes, I am committed to advocating for the 12 principles of the Declaration when in office, and 
believe that they provide the framework for an urban agenda for our State.  
 

5. How do you specifically plan on accomplishing your legislative agenda? 
To be effective in Lansing, we need legislators that are willing to cultivate relationships with 
other legislators throughout the region and the state, which will be critical for building the 
support needed to create and advance an urban agenda for our state.  One of the first things I 
will do upon election is meet with each of my colleagues in the Senate to help identify common 



priorities, as well as tell them a different, more nuanced story about Detroit – one that is more 
than just about the challenges that Detroit faces, but also shares the successes and the great 
things about our City that most people throughout the state never hear in the narrow media 
coverage on Detroit. 
 

6. Please choose one of the Declaration’s three policy proposals (available here: 
http://declaredetroit.wordpress.com/policy/) and discuss what, if elected, you would do to 
advance that proposal. 
Develop a Land Use Strategy for Detroit – The measures identified in this proposal provide a 
good framework for restoring prosperity to Detroit.  I am especially interested in ensuring that 
this conversation and process is open, transparent, and inclusive, and that all Detroiters are 
given the opportunity to have a say in shaping the future of their neighborhoods.  To this end, as 
a legislator, I would be a convener of citizens, community and nonprofit organizations, City 
government, and other partners to ensure that the community is included in the conversation 
and decision-making process (much like what has been done with the Detroit River International 
Crossing planning process), as well as look to other cities who are dealing with similar issues, so 
that we can learn from what others have done.    
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