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Question 1  What will be your top priorities if elected in to office? 
 
The number one issue facing this state and our city is jobs. We have to put forth 
a jobs growth strategy. I think that we should repeal MBT and replace it. Second, 
I fully support tax abatements for a defined period of time to businesses that 
relocate in Michigan, tax credits for hiring new employees, grants for new 
equipment to save energy.  Second, we should support our small businesses with 
low interest loans to meet operating cost, tax incentives for hiring new 
employees, grants to help them expand and set up a business model to create 
small businesses across the state.  This should be done with a structure to 
provide owners with the education, the financing, the training from successful 
businessmen/women and the research that shows what type of business would 
make it in certain geographical areas like a national restaurant chain, print shop, 
clothing store or seven eleven just to name a few. We should set up one stop 
shop for permits, banking loans, grants, tax relief and any other assistance the 
government can offer to help make this business develop and grow. 
 
 
Number 2…Reduce the cost of Prisons: We don't do enough to keep our youth 
from going to prison. We need to raise the school drop out age, spend more time 
and money on after school programs for youth, tutoring, recreation, group plays, 
inner city competitions, summer jobs and summer work study programs for 
youth. I believe that we are letting the streets rob us of our youth and now we 
have to aggressively take them back. Why can't we look at the example set by 
Youthville in Detroit. The center is packed daily, because they have put together 
a series of youth oriented activities that young people like to do. Stop sending so 
many to prison and the cost will go down. Now, I am not advocating any early 
release programs but I want to think of ways in which prisoners can help to 
generate revenue in prison to help pay for their incarceration. 
 
 
Number 3..Foreclosures and High Property Taxes. We are losing the battle in our 
neighborhoods because of high taxes and huge inappropriate bank loans that 
have put residents in the position of losing their homes. We need to repeal  
 
 
 



Proposal A and offer those families on unemployment and senior citizens a 
reduced tax structure to remain in their homes. The problems that come from 
removing people from their homes are empty houses for vandals to rob. They 
gut the house, remove all of the cooper pipes, fixtures, furnace and finally, 
remove all of the brick then the house becomes a candidate for demolition. Why 
not put together a program to allow residents to remain in their homes and 
reduce their taxes/mortgage. Fifty percent of something is far better than one 
hundred percent of nothing. We gain nothing from and empty house with no 
homeowner family/tax payer inside. We have an obligation to help our neighbors 
in whatever way that we can to help them. I will never stop trying to help the 
people of my district and this state resolve the bread and butter issues in our 
community. 
  
 
Question 2  do you support the policies and 12 principles of the Detroit 
Declaration and have you signed the Detroit Declaration? 
 

Yes, I support the policies and 12 principles of the Detroit Declaration.  I have 
also signed the declaration.     
 
 
Question 3  Which of the principles of the Declaration do you most identify 
with and why?    

 
Since, I was a former teacher, I most identify with your principles concerning 
Education.  I plan to put forth an educational plan to help restore our schools to 
the prominence that they once had.  I strongly believe that we have to fully fund 
all day pre-school/infant care for all children regardless of income and all day 
kindergarten.  This would do two things. It would give those children a clinical 
advantage when starting school and it would offer the system a steady pool of 
students to go into to the Detroit Public School System helping to make it 
financially solvent.  Next, it would provide more parents with the flexibility to 
look for work and maintain employment especially those parents that work for 
minimum wage who can’t afford day care on the salary they make.  Finally, I 
think we need to look at expanding our all male and female academies.  Some 
students cannot perform in a regular classroom setting and need more structure 
and discipline. The curriculum should be changed to set goals for behavioral 
changes, respect for the rights of others, conflict resolution and more team 
sports activities and finally, the influence of having more male teachers in the 
classroom.   Taking these students out would provide the classroom teacher and 
real chance at raising achievement levels for her students and expanding  
 
 
 
 



opportunities for the gifted and talented students.  This is not a cure all but 
clearly a start in the right direction. 
 
Question 4..Are you committed to advocating for the 12 principles of the 
Declaration when in office? 
 
I am committed to these principles and I want to discuss the idea with the leadership of 
this organization at making them part of my overall plan for the district.  The principles 
outlined in your declaration can work in any part of this city.  I have my own plan for 
revitalizing the district but my plans only deal with part of the problems that we face. 
 
 
Question 5…How do you specifically plan on accomplishing your legislative 
agenda? 
 
During my first 90 Days I plan to write and submit several pieces of legislation 
  

 I will call for an immediate roll back on all property taxes 
 Shift funds to hire more police officers to help reduce crime   

 We need to adopt the Marshall Full Employment Plan called 
for by Councilwoman Joanne Watson because city residents 
are hurting for jobs. 

 Expand small business opportunities for women and 
minorities by creating a format specifically design to start 
small businesses and help existing businesses in this city 

 Offer incentives to corporations that relocate in the city    
 I want the school district to hire more teachers, develop more 

all male/female academies, fully fund all day pre-school and 
kindergarten, expand to more schools and lower class size. 

 

We must take a stronger position on education because our nation and this city 
will depend on the caliber of students that we educate to enhance this country’s 
future. 
 
Finally seniors:  we owe them not a hand out but clear, decisive programs to 
make their lives better.  We need to fill in the hole left by the National Health 
Care legislation, coordinate free rides to clinic, reduce the cost of medication, 
raise the cost of living standard set for them, provide better housing and more 
activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I will work hard to get my legislative agenda adopted by working first with the 
Detroit Caucus, Democratic Caucus, Independents and finally Republican 
Moderates engaging legislation that will help my residents and everyone in this 
state.  The real question is how can we create jobs right now and build jobs for 
the future.  First, there is weatherization money available right now through the 
federal government that we can ask our business task force to access as a way  
of weatherizing homes in this city to save energy and provide jobs.  Workers can 
be trained to perform these duties and companies can be contracted to take on 
this assignment.  Next, we need to use some of the stimulus money to build an 
oil and gas refinery in this state that produces among other things Ethanol.  This 
would do two things it would help to impact the price of gas for everyday 
workers, help to inspire the car buying market and produce an estimated 200 
construction jobs and 800 permanent jobs.  This is the type of legislation that 
legislators can get behind because it directly impacts the entire community. 
 
 
Question 6…Please choose on of the Declaration’s three policy 
proposals and discuss what, if elected, you would do to advance that 
proposal? 
 

Enhance Quality of Place is the policy proposals that I have selected…I make 
this choice because I served on the Next Detroit Neighborhood Task Force and 
put together a plan to revitalize the Northend.  Some of the principles included: 

1. Create a comprehensive redevelopment strategy by hiring a National Firm. 
2. Facilitate Housing and Commercial Retail Development 
3. Crime Reduction:  Including a Reduction of Prostitution, create 

alternatives for those engaging in this activity, reduce drug trafficking, 
reduce larceny and theft crimes. 

4. Push for neighborhood beautification and catch illegal dumpers 
5. Strategy for the prevention of illegal dumping 
6. Adopt a vacant lot program, community gardening and green projects 
7. Neighborhood Job Bank to list local jobs available for residents 

I have ready your plan and I totally embrace the components of this effort.  I 
would activity encourage the Mayor, City Council, the Next Governor, other 
colleagues to adopt the plan, it’s overall strategy for the fourth district and the 
city at large.   This can be done through a number of avenues, first meeting with 
your board, second engage several elected officials and community residents to 
join us, then put forth a major effort to get this plan adopted by all principles.  I  

 



 

am willing to take a leadership role if asked or a supportive role to help your plan 
adopted. 

Finally, I think that we should look a taking one neighborhood (two blocks long) 
and apply all of the resources that we have both public and private as a test 
case.  Build it up as a model and if we are successful expand what we have 
learned from this process and put it to use in other areas around the city. 
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